la .accordance with the decision of the Potsdam con-
ference, German assets in Eastern Austria are to be trans-
ferred to the Soviet Union, while German assets in the
remaining part of Austria are to be transferred to the
United States of America, Great Britain, France and the
other Allied states. The point is that this decision should
not remain merely on paper, nor (be nullified by interpre-
tations of what constitutes German assets.
The proposals hitherto advanced by the delegation of
the U.S.A. regarding German assets would, in fact, deprive
the Soviet Union of a large part of the reparations due to
it from Germany under the Potsdam decision pertaining to
Eastern Austria. This would be all the more incorrect
since .the question of German assets in Rumania^ Bulgaria,
Hungary and Finland was settled in accordance with this
same Potsdam agreement and evoked no objections on the
part of the United States.
Already at the Potsdam conference the Soviet Govern-
ment renounced its claim to reparations from Austria.
Contrary to the statement of the American delegation, the
Soviet Government did not claim and does not now claim
reparations from Austria or any Austrian property. As to
Austria's sovereignty and independence, the Soviet Army,
as the Austrian Government itself admits, was the first to
assist the restoration of a sovereign, independent and
democratic Austria. No one will succeed in distorting these
facts.
But the Soviet Government insists that all German
property in Austria be used for the meeting of Germany's
reparation obligations. Austrian or non-Austrian property
owners in Austria who transacted with the Germans after
the Anschluss and reaped big advantage from this by
transferring their property to Germans, cannot be allowed
to lay claim to this property now and have the protection